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The finance ministers of France and 
Germany have voiced hope that Athens 
would soon reach a new bailout deal 
with its international lenders. Both 
also urged the IMF to continue its 
involvement with the debt issue.

Italy said on Sunday it hoped Libya’s 
U.N.-backed unity government could 
restore control of the country’s borders 
to limit migrant flows from north and 
south and was ready to help in any way 
it could. 

At least 7,000 people took to the streets 
of Brussels in a march “against terror 
and hate”.

Heading the processions were some of 
those caught up in the suicide bomb 
attacks on Belgium’s airport and metro 
station that killed 32 people.

Belgian broadcaster described the 
march as “calm and silent”.

The march had been due to be held a 
week after the 22 March attacks, but 
officials asked for it to be postponed 
because of the security threat.

Relatives of victims, and paramedics 
and airport staff affected by the attacks 
joined people of several religious faiths 
on Sunday’s march. Flowers were 
carried in memory of those who lost 
their lives.

The procession took them past the 
Molenbeek neighbourhood - where 
many of those alleged to have carried 
out the attacks in both Brussels and 
Paris had lived - and to the makeshift 
memorial outside the city’s stock 
exchange.

One of the organisers of the march, 
Hassan Bousetta, told the AFP news 
agency: “When our fellow citizens, 
defenceless civilians, are cut down in 
a cowardly attack, all citizens should 
stand up to express their disgust and 
solidarity.”
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An EU high-level delegation led by High Representative/
Vice-President Federica Mogherini visited Iran and agreed 
with the Iranian counterparts to promote cooperation in 
different sectors.

http://www.dw.com/en/german-finance-minister-urges-greece-to-do-more/a-19193708
hhttp://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-libya-italy-minister-idUKKCN0XE0RW
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36067404
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Britain’s national income could be 6% smaller by 2030 if the UK leaves the 
European Union, a major report by the Treasury will say. The 200-page report 
says the size of the cut in gross domestic product would be the equivalent of 
about £4,300 a year for every household.
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Spain’s acting industry minister, José Manuel Soria, on Friday announced he 
was stepping down over his involvement in offshore companies. 

indusTry minisTer José manuel soria 
resiGns over panama papers

read more

elpais.com

Scotland should have the right to hold a new referendum on independence if 
the country is taken out of the European Union “against our will”, the leader 
of the Scottish National Party (SNP) said on Sunday.

scoTland should hold new referendum 
if forced ouT of eu - sTurGeon
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Europe risks falling behind in digital innovation, as regulators and governments 
discourage entrepreneurs and suffocate technology companies with red 
tape, says Google’s leading executive on the continent. 

GooGle warns red Tape ThreaTens 
european Tech secTor

read more

US and Germany have said that Nato will not build new bases in Poland, citing 
tactical and political reasons. Germany is open to “dialogue” with Russia. 

us and Germany say no To poland on 
naTo base
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http://www.bbc.com/news/business-36068892
http://elpais.com/elpais/2016/04/15/inenglish/1460704796_121697.html
http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-eu-scotland-idUKKCN0XE0L2
https://next.ft.com/content/97185d98-0225-11e6-9cc4-27926f2b110c
https://euobserver.com/foreign/133084
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european parliamenT
• 15:00 committee on foreign affairs. The agenda includes: Exchange of views 
with fathallah sijilmassi, Secretary General of the Secretariat of the Union 
for the Mediterranean, Recommendation on the 71st session of the United 
Nations General Assembly (rapporteur andrey Kovatchev, PPE) (JAN – 2Q2).
• 15:00 special committee on Tax rulings and other measures similar in nature 
or effect (TAXE 2). The agenda includes: The anti-Tax avoidance package and 
other EU and international developments: scrutiny and democratic control 
by National Parliaments (exchange of views with EU National Parliaments) 
(JAN – 4Q2).
• 15:00 committee on employment and social affairs. The agenda includes: Jointly 
with the committee on culture and education: Discussion with Commissioner 
marianne Thyssen and Commissioner Tibor navracsics on New Skills Agenda 
(PSH – 1A002).
• 15:00 committee on the environment, public health and food safety. The agenda 
includes: Discussion with Karmenu vella, Commissioner for Environment, 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries as part of the structured dialogue, the Member 
States of the European Union, 2010-2012, Report from the Commission to 
the European Parliament and the Council on food and food ingredients 
treated with ionising radiation for the year 2014 (exchange of views with the 
European Commission) (PSH – 3C050).
• 15:00 committee on regional development. The agenda includes: Access to 
Finance for SMEs and increasing the diversity of SME funding in a Capital 
Markets Union (consideration of draft opinion by marc Joulaud, PPE), 
Exchange of views with valdis dombrovskis, Vice-President of the European 
Commission for the Euro and Social Dialogue on the Commission proposal 
for a “structural reform support programme” (JAN 6Q2).
• 15:00 committee on fisheries. The agenda includes: Sustainable 
management of external fishing fleets (exchange of views with Commission 
representatives, rapporteur linnéa engström, Verts/ALE) (ASP – 1G2).
• 15:00 committee on culture and education. The agenda includes: Follow-up of 
the Strategic framework for European cooperation in education and training 
(ET2020) (adoption of draft report by Zdzisław Krasnodebski, ECR) (ASP – 3G2).
• 15:00 committee on women’s rights and Gender equality. The agenda includes: 
The fight against trafficking in human beings in the EU’s external relations 
(consideration of draft opinion, catherine bearder, ALDE) (JAN – 4Q1).
• 15:00 committee on petitions (ASP – 1G3).
• MEPs adopted an agreement on the sharing of passenger name records to help 
fight terrorism and debated counterterrorism measures during an eventful 
plenary session in Strasbourg last week. They also debated revelations about 
the Panama papers as well as the migration agreement with Turkey.

council of The european union
• informal meeting of ministers of health organised by the Council of the EU 
and chaired by the Council presidency takes place in Scheepvaartmuseum, 
Amsterdam.
• 9:00 a two-day foreign affairs council starts in Luxembourg. The Council 
will discuss the external dimension of migration and EU’s regional strategy 
for Syria and Iraq and the Da’esh threat (Council of the European Union 
Luxembourg).

european commission
• On Friday, the Commission and the european agency for safety and health 
at work in cooperation with the netherlands eu presidency launched a two-

year europe-wide campaign: healthy 
workplaces for all ages, which is 
the world’s biggest campaign in 
promoting sustainable work and 
workplace safety and health in the 
context of the ageing workforce.
• On Sunday the European 
Commission announced the 
adoption of 20 new measures to 
assist the sahel region and the lake 
chad basin under the emergency Trust 
fund for stability and addressing root 
stability and root causes of irregular 
migration and displaced persons in 
Africa.
• according to the eurostat the first 
estimate for euro area (EA19) exports 
of goods to the rest of the world in 
february 2016 was €163.5 billion, 
an increase of 1% compared with 
February 2015 (€161.4 bn). Imports 
from the rest of the world stood at 
€144.4 bn, a rise of 2% compared 
with February 2015 (€141.5 bn).

who when where 
• 9:00 ‘The eu consumer and 
competition day’ takes place in 
Amsterdam. This interactive 
conference and networking event 
focuses on innovation-inspired 
policy from the perspective 
of competition and consumer 
protection. Commissioners 
margrethe vestager and vera Jourová  
deliver keynote speeches (Europe 
Building, Amsterdam).
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