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Quitting the Eu could lead to 950,000 
job losses in the uK and reduce average 
annual household incomes by €4,700 
by 2020, a report commissioned by 
business lobby group Cbi has warned. 
the report, by pricewaterhouseCoopers, 
said brexit could cost the uK economy 
€128bn, or 5% of gdp, by 2020.

Fears of a resurgent far-right in 
germany grew on Sunday after a group 
calling itself the armed wing of the 
country’s new anti-migrant party sent 
death threats to MEps. Several former 
members of the alternative for germany 
(afd) party received threatening letters 
from a group calling itself the “afd army 
Faction”. “We will take revenge for every 
vote you cost the afd! blood! death to 
you !” read one of the letters.
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Fifth ordinary Session of the Euronest parliamentary assembly. 
Meeting of the Committee on Economic integration, Legal 
approximation and Convergence with Eu policies. 

European officials are expected to start 
arriving in greece next week to help 
put into action the refugee plan agreed 
at last week’s summit with turkey in 
brussels.

The first of some 2,500 personnel from 
other European union countries is 
expected from March 28. the Eu’s border 
agency, Frontex, asked member-states 
and Schengen associated countries on 
Monday to provide 1,500 police officers 
and 50 return and readmission experts 
to support greece in returning migrants 
to turkey. Frontex currently has 734 
personnel in greece.

“it is important to stress that Frontex 
can only return people once the greek 
authorities have thoroughly analyzed 
each individual case and issued a 
final return decision,” said Frontex 
Executive director Fabrice Leggeri. 
“the return of those who do not have 
the right to international protection will 
proceed in full compliance with Eu and 
international law.”

However, the un refugee agency 
(unHCr) announced that it is scaling 
back its assistance. it said that it 
would no longer transfer refugees and 
migrants who arrive on Lesvos to the 
Moria camp as it has now become a 
closed facility.

the unHCr also expressed concern 
that the Eu and greek authorities are 
rushing into the implementation of 
the agreement with turkey, which will 
see refugees and migrants returned to 
turkey, from where other refugees will 
be resettled directly

https://euobserver.com/tickers/132754
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/germany/12199583/German-far-right-party-sends-death-threats-to-MEPs.html
http://www.ekathimerini.com/207207/article/ekathimerini/news/eu-help-with-refugees-on-the-way-but-unhcr-concerned
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More than 80,000 afghans will need to be deported from Europe “in the 
near future” under a secret EU plan, amid warnings of a new influx as parts 
of the country fall back under taliban control. the European Commission 
should threaten to reduce aid that provides 40 per cent of afghanistan’s gdp 
unless the “difficult” Kabul government agrees to the mass removal of tens of 
thousands of failed asylum migrants, a leaked document suggests. 
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the European Commission published further documents from the ongoing 
negotiations on a transatlantic trade and investment partnership), in line with 
its commitment to enhanced transparency in the ongoing trade negotiations 
with the united States. the documents made public yesterday include 
the recent Eu proposal on regulatory cooperation which the Commission 
submitted to the united States during the last round of talks in February.
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in 2015 almost 2 million foreigners came to germany, making it the year with 
the highest levels of inward migration in the history of the Federal republic. 
he number of migrants who arrived in germany rose by almost 700,000 
from a 2014 level of 1,343,000, numbers released on Monday by the Federal 
Statistics Office (Destatis) show. The number of foreign citizens who left 
germany also increased in 2015 from 766,000 the previous year to 860,000.
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on Monday members ofthe Foreign affairs Committee have protested 
against the ruling of the Donetsk city court finding Ukrainian pilot Nadezhda 
Savchenko guilty of murder following the killing of two russian journalists 
near Lugansk in 2011. Elmar brok, Chair of the Foreign affairs Committee has 
denied the information regarding a European parliament delegation to the 
yalta international Economic Forum in april.
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gunmen attacked hotel nord-Sud in Mali’s capital, bamako on Monday, news 
agencies reported. the European union training Mission in Mali (EutM) said 
none of its soldiers had been hurt or injured in the attack. the hotel had been 
converted into a base for nearly 600 soldiers of the European union training 
Mission (EutM).
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http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/12200582/Secret-EU-plan-to-deport-80000-Afghans.html
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1230
http://www.thelocal.de/20160321/record-2-million-people-moved-to-germany-in-2015
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home.html
http://www.dw.com/en/gunmen-attack-bamako-base-of-eu-military-training-mission-in-mali/a-19132542
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european parliaMenT
• 9:00 Committee on foreign affairs. the agenda includes: Exchange of views 
with shawki ibrahim abdel-Karim allam, grand Mufti of Egypt,  Exchange of views 
with riad al-Malki, Minister of Foreign affairs of palestine. 15:00 jointly with the 
subcommittee on human rights: Debriefing by stavros lambrinidis, Eu Special 
representative for Human rights, on his recent visit to belarus (8-11 March). 
Exchange of views on the situation of belarus with representatives of the opposition 
of belarus (Jan - 2Q2).
• 9:00 Committee on economic and Monetary affairs. the agenda includes: public 
hearing with danièle nouy, Chair of the Supervisory board of the ECb (pHS - 3C050).
• 9:00  Committee on the environment, public health and food safety. the agenda 
includes: The fight against trafficking in human beings in the EU’s external relations 
(adoption of draft opinion of Miroslav Mikolášik, Epp), Mandatory indication of the 
country of origin or place of provenance for certain foods (adoption of motion for 
a resolution further to a question for oral answer), Zika virus outbreak (adoption of 
motion for a resolution further to a question for oral answer), discussion with the 
European Commission on health care for refugees (Jan - 4Q2). 
• 9:00 Committee on fisheries. The agenda includes: The traceability of fishery and 
aquaculture products in restauration and retail (vote on a draft resolution by alain 
Cadec, Epp), Community Fisheries Control agency (vote on a draft regulation by 
alain Cadec, EPP),  Exchange of views with a Commission representative on fisheries 
agreements with non-Eu countries and the ongoing negotiations (aSp - 1g2). 
• 10:00  Committee on employment and social affairs. the agenda includes: Joint 
hearing with the Committee on women’s rights and Gender equality: Creating 
labour market conditions favourable for work-life balance (rapporteurs vilija  
Blinkeviciute, S&d, and Tatjana Ždanoka, greens/EFa) (Jan - 4Q1). 15:00 Setting up 
a European pillar of social rights - discussion with allan larsson (Jan -6Q2).
• 10:00 Committee on women’s rights and Gender equality. on the agenda: joint 
hearing with the Committee on employment and social affairs (Jan - 4Q1).
• 15:00 Committee of inquiry into emission Measurements in the automotive 
sector. on the agenda: discussion with European Commission - dg groW, dg 
CLiMa and dg EnV, Exchange of views on the working plan and working methods 
of the committee of inquiry (aSp - 3g-3).
• 15:00 Committee on Budgetary Control. the agenda includes: discharge 2014: Eu 
general budget - Council and European Council (adoption of draft report by ryszard 
Czarnecki, ECr), discharge 2014: Eu general budget - Court of Justice (adoption of 
draft report by anders primdahl vistisen, ECr), discharge 2014: Eu general budget 
- European Court of auditors (adoption of draft report by ryszard Czarnecki, ECr), 
discharge 2014: Eu general budget - European Economic and Social Committee 
(adoption of draft report by anders primdahl vistisen, ECr), discharge 2014: Eu 
general budget - Committee of the regions (adoption of draft report by Monica 
Macovei, ECr), discharge 2014: Eu general budget - European ombudsman 
(adoption of draft report by ryszard Czarnecki, ECr), discharge 2014: Eu general 
budget - European data protection Supervisor (adoption of draft report by Monica 
Macovei, ECr) (pHS - 1a-002).
the 5th session of euronest parliamentary assembly, which brings together MEps 
and Mps from armenia, georgia, Moldova and ukraine, continues in parliament’s 
premises from until Wednesday 23 March. agenda items include common security 
threats, reacting to russian disinformation, ways forward for energy cooperation 
and the movement of skilled labour.

who when where 
• 9:00 the French Ministry of Social Affairs, Health and Women’s Rights and the 
European Commission organise high level conference on global health security, 
co-sponsored by the World Health organization and the netherlands presidency 
of the Council of the Eu. the main objective of this conference is to encourage 
the implementation of the international Health regulations, adopted by the World 

Health assembly in 2005 (Lyon, France).
• 9:30 Interreg Europe holds the second 
interregional cooperation forum 
‘europe, let’s cooperate!’ (de doelen, 
Willem burger Complex, Kruisplein 40, 
rotterdam).
• 14:00 the European Network of 
transmission System operators for 
Electricity (EntSo-E) and the European 
distribution System operators for Smart 
grids (EdSo) hold ”innoGrid2020+ 
‘digital energy’” - The distribution and 
Transmission research and innovation 
Conference (Center for Fine arts 
(boZar), rue ravenstein 23, brussels). 
• The European Commission and the 
uS Mission to the Eu are organising a 
joint eu-us security workshop, hosted 
by Europol in the Hague. the meeting 
brings together for the first time experts 
from over 20 law enforcement agencies 
and public administrations from the 
European union and the united States.  
representatives will be present from the 
uS department for Homeland Security, 
department of Justice, Federal bureau 
of investigation (Fbi), transport Security 
agency (tSa) and Customs and border 
protection (Cbp). on the Eu side, there 
will be experts from national financial 
investigation units, police, border 
guards and intelligence services.
• The third board meeting of the eu 
regional Trust fund in response to 
the syrian crisis takes place in brussels 
today. the board is expected to adopt 
the next series of projects that will be 
financed by the Trust Fund.
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